THE SOUTHERN INDIANS

opinion of the Court as announced at the January
term, 1831, by Chief Justice Marshall was that
while the Cherokee nation was a State and had
uniformly been dealt with as such by the Federal
Government since 1789, it was not a "foreign
State" within the meaning of the Constitution,
and therefore was not entitled to sue in that char-
acter in the courts of the United States. "If it be
true/' the decision concluded, "that wrongs have
been inflicted and that still greater are to be appre-
hended, this is not the tribunal which can redress
the past or prevent the future. The motion for an
injunction is denied."

The case was thus thrown out of court. Yet the
Cherokees were recognized as a "domestic, depend-
ent" nation, and there was nothing in the decision
to indicate that the extension of the laws of Geor-
gia over them was valJd and constitutional. In-
deed, in a second case that came up shortly,
Worcester vs. State of Georgia, the Court strongly
backed up the Indians' contention. Worcester was
a Presbyterian missionary who was imprisoned for
violation of a Georgia statute forbidding white
persons to reside in the Cherokee territory without
a license. The case was appealed to the Supreme
Court, and in the decision of March 10, 1832,